HOW BOLTON CAME TO BE

ALBION BOLTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

What is a Bicentennial?

It’s the 200t anniversary of a
significant event

The word itself is derived from:
* 'bi’ = 2
e centennial = a period of 100 years

A bicentennial commemorates
something that happened 200
years ago



* OnlJune 5th, 1821, a young immigrant
BOLTON BICENTENNIAL from England, named George Bolton,

purchased land along the Humber River

* He bought the 200 acres from Albion
Township surveyor James Chewett

What happened in this * 1st commercial transaction in Albion

1821 - 2021

vicinity 200 years ago?
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Land Record showing George Bolton’s purchase.
These 200 acres were part of 2635 acres that Chewett
was paid for his survey work in Albion Township

Source: Peel Archives Humber River on part of George Bolton’s property Source: ABHS



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021 » George Bolton was the first person to
settle in what has become BOLTON

e 5 * The Humber River flowed through his

, hy S this Irhpor/t.an.t{ land which was in Albion Township

S WSENCR P The availability of water-power was
highly important in the 19th century

 The land contained one of the best

water-powered mill sites in Peel
County

 James Chewett had selected it as part-
payment for his work surveying Albion

YR
c.1897: A stretch of the Humber River that had been

part of George Bolton’s property Source: ABHS



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

Who was George Bolton?
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George grew up in the village of
Worlingworth in Suffolk England

He was the youngest of six children

George was 22 when he arrived in
Canada in 1821

His brother James Bolton, 18 years
older, settled in Albion Township after it
opened to settlers late in 1819

James’ farm was about 7 kilometres
northeast of George’s land

James was a skilled carpenter/millwright

He used these skills to guide George and
help him establish his mill



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

First, George built himself a
house

The finished house was clad
with roughcast plaster
Wood shingles covered the
roof (unlike this example)

The house was close to the
bank of the Humber River

Source: Heritage Caledon



BUILD A DAM
BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

The next step was to pick where
to dam the Humber River
George’s choice was to position
the dam where the valley slope
rose on the far side

The dam was built from large
wooden beams

It was completed in 1822 | ,
. - . . . c.1900, showing the location of George Bolton’s original dam.
The Orlglnal dam Iocatlon IS Stl” That first dam washed out in 1842 but was rebuilt in the same spot.

EVI d e nt Source: ABHS




BUILD A GRIST MILL

BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

Later in 1822, George started
to construct a grist mill

Grist mills produced flour
George was guided by his
brother James

The mill took 2 years to finish
It sat along the river near the
curve in Mill Street

e George’s grist mill might have looked like this.
The mill’s water wheel was key BRGNS

to the mill operation

Source: Internet



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

A large mill pond formed
behind the dam

An opening channeled water
from the mill pond to the
water wheel

The channel = a millrace

The water’s force made the
wheel turn

As the wheel turned so did a
wooden shaft at its centre

MILL POND and WATER WHEEL
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Example of water wheel

and drive shaft.
Source: Internet

Bolton’s mill pond, circa 1915.

The dam’s edge is visible across the pond.
Source: ABHS



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021 MILL STONES

A grist mill produced flour using two
large, heavy stones

The bottom stone was stationary
The upper stone was connected by
cogs to the water wheel’s drive shaft
As the water wheel moved, it rotated
the upper mill stone

The two stones grinding against each
other milled wheat kernels into flour

A mill stone found near Caledon East.

Source: Settling the Hills



MILL PARTS — A WHEAT to FLOUR

— Hopper for wheat kernels

Water Wheel .\

Wheat kernels flow into a hole

Gears and cogs : in the middle of upper stone
Water wheel drive shaft . :
0 Flour exits via grooves in stones
Narrow channel = millrace
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Source: Mills of Canada



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

George had to clear roads so
settlers could get to his mill
This included the surveyed
‘concession line’, now Queen
Street, along his lot line
‘Forced roads’ such as Mill
Street were cleared close to
the mill

Once cleared, roads needed
to be maintained

CLEAR ROADS

Source: Internet



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021
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Founding of Bolton plague in Founders Park.
It marks the original dam position on the river.

George’s grist mill was operating by 1824
It was the first mill built in Albion Township

The mill initially served farmers within a
radius of ten kilometres

Settlers depended on flour to make bread

Planting a successful wheat crop was
essential for new settlers

A settlement gradually formed around
George’s mill site



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL He donated land for the first school 1830

1321 - 2021 * He opened the first store in 1831

* He became postmaster in 1832 and
noused the post office in his store

e He donated land for two churches

What else do we know He helped others establish businesses
about George Bolton? e blacksmith

* Ccooper
e tfanner

%//7( S o He persevered and was successful

By 1834, the settlement that formed near
George’s mill site was called Bolton’s Mill



BOLTON’S MILL c.1834 N =
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George’s niece Harriet Bolton and
John Godbolt settle around 1823

Thomas Rogers’ inn and
blacksmith shop

e

Samuel Sterne’s log
house circa 1832

w

Today’s King and Queen
Street intersection

Rough trail leads to the mill

George Bolton’s 1831 log
store + 1832 post office

Images are examples only




A NEW MILL 1846

BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

George Bolton operated the mill
until 1845

He then sold it to nephew (and
assistant) James Bolton Junior
James Jr. built a new, much larger

mill, further downstream, in 1846

* The new mill was three storeys high

A full stone basement opened onto the
riverbank behind

Source: ABHS



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

Bolton was no stranger to
flooding

The Humber River frequently
overflowed its banks

One of the worst floods was
in April 1912 when a major
storm destroyed the dam

FLOOD OF 1912

5 Bolton F lood
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April 1912: the rt”t"J‘r-ed daf‘n',‘ ice and flooding on the Humber.

Source: ABHS



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021 A NEW DAM 1912

After the 1912 flood, a new dam
was built further downstream

It was built by Arthur McFall
who then owned the mill

The downstream location
created a larger mill pond

Larger mill pond = more power
Remains of the concrete dam
are visible from the McFall
Lookout on King Street East

The McFall Dam shortly after its construction in 1912.

Source: ABHS



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021 THE MILL LEGACY

e The mill continued milling
flour until 1955 T Al

* For years, it was the et b 'B:EL'T’BE“FLOF:R MILL
community’s largest o ANEENE = A
employer g e

* The mill supported the local
economy for 130 years




BOLTON BICENTENNIAL A COMMUNITY EVOLVES

1821 - 2021
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Around 1912: Looking south across the Humber River at what had been George Bolton’s property. ¢, ..o 4545



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL

1821 - 2021

From George Bolton’s
purchase of land in 1821
and his subsequent
construction of a water-
powered grist mill, our
community has evolved to
what it is today.
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Bolton circa 1905: looking north through the four corners. Source: ABHS
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